These two books make nice companion volumes, in subject matter and methodology. Both focus on the Mormon Trail, the route members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints took as they crossed Iowa in 1846, as well as on the remaining areas on the route to their destination, the Great Salt Lake Valley. This was one of the great migrations on the U.S. frontier. Both books are in the format of guidebooks. Franzwa concentrates on the physical geography of the route and how present-day travelers can retrace the journey. Hartley and Anderson are concerned more with the campsites as well as the trail, and their book perhaps contains more formal information about the expeditions. Both books give enough background information about the trail to enable readers unfamiliar with the historical context of the trail to understand the reasons for the trek. Although neither volume concentrates exclusively on the Iowa sections of the trail, the detail presented adequately covers that aspect. Hartley and Anderson provide a more complete introduction to the religious group that followed the trail.
With these two books as guides, one can follow the routes of the various companies in 1846 and 1847 and literally step in the footprints of the Saints as they "wended" their way to their "Zion in the West." Extensive photographs in both books show the present-day conditions of campsites and the few remaining pieces of physical evidence, such as wagon ruts. Historic photographs and drawings are extremely helpful to the reader. Both books have useful maps that clearly explain the geography through which the 1846 and 1847 refugees passed from the persecutions in Nauvoo, Illinois. Hartley and Anderson also include information about the 1856 and 1857 handcart companies' routes.
Because Hartley and Anderson deal solely with Iowa and Nebraska they are able to go into greater detail about the trail and the contemporary roads and highways nearest to that original route. Their book contains more maps and, in some cases, more detailed maps than Franzwa's does. However, Franzwa includes as an insert the National Park Service fold-out leaflet and map of the Mormon Pioneer National Historic Trail, which helps readers understand the extent of the trail, the awesome distances that had to be covered from Nauvoo to Utah. In general, the maps included are valuable aids in tracing the trail's geography.
As is often the case, there are points in each book where readers might wish things had been done differently. For instance, both Franzwa's "sources and acknowledgements" section and Hartley and Anderson's bibliography seem unnecessarily complex. But Hartley and Anderson's extensive use of diaries and journals of people who made the journey must be applauded.
On the whole, it is difficult to imagine two books more useful to people interested in the Mormon Trail or in Iowa history. 
